
Attention Tangibles or 
Activities

Escape Sensory

Functions of 
behaviour

Hanley, G. P., Iwata, B. A., & McCord, B. E. (2003). Functional analysis of problem 

behavior: a review. Journal of applied behavior analysis, 36(2), 147–185. 

https://doi.org/10.1901/jaba.2003.36-147

https://doi.org/10.1901/jaba.2003.36-147
https://doi.org/10.1901/jaba.2003.36-147
https://doi.org/10.1901/jaba.2003.36-147


function of 
behaviour

BEHAVIOUR 
CHALLENGES

attention

tangibles

escape

sensory

skill gap

skill mastered

skills needed

communication

waiting

prompt 
independence

perseverance

other skills

BEHAVIOUR 
CHALLENGES 

REDUCED
Teach skill

Hanley, G. P., Iwata, B. A., & McCord, B. E. (2003). Functional analysis of problem 

behavior: a review. Journal of applied behavior analysis, 36(2), 147–185. 

https://doi.org/10.1901/jaba.2003.36-147

https://doi.org/10.1901/jaba.2003.36-147
https://doi.org/10.1901/jaba.2003.36-147
https://doi.org/10.1901/jaba.2003.36-147
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process or 
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present

A fictional 
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Hypothetical 
Construct

Explanatory 
Fiction

Sad
“John is crying 
because he is 

sad”

Faulty logic, 
where the 

effect that is 
observed is 
mistaken as 

the cause

Circular 
Reasoning

“John is crying 
because he is 

sad”
“I know John is 

sad because 
he is crying”

Mentalism Circular 
Reasoning

Radical 
Behaviourism

John is 
sad

Private Event

John’s toy 
broke

Antecedent

John is 
crying

Behaviour

Dad fixed 
John’s toy

Consequence

John wants 
the broken toy 

to be fixed
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Dad fixed a broken 
toy when John 

cried in the past
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